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I. – The Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana (Vatican Library) is a library specialized in the fields of 

philology and history; and, retrospectively, in theology, law and science. It is reserved for scientific 

research, with special emphasis on the study of manuscripts. 

It is open to qualified researchers and scholars, especially to teachers in institutions of higher 

education and to other learned persons known for their writings and scholarly publications. 

Written evidence of qualifications is required. 

II. – Students are not admitted. 

However, in exceptional cases, temporary admission may be granted to undergraduate or doctoral 

students who, in preparation for their degree, have a specific need to consult Vatican manuscripts or rare, 

old printed books conserved only in the Vatican Library. 

Under such conditions, students must present a letter (see enclosed form), printed on institutional 

letterhead and signed by the teacher who is supervising their thesis or dissertation. 

In all cases, the temporary admission of students is limited to a period ending May 31, 2011 for 

undergraduates, and June 15, 2011 for doctoral students. 

Students who demonstrate by their actions that they are not adequately prepared for scientific work, 

or who disturb the Library staff or other readers with excessive requests for assistance, will not be 

allowed to continue their research in the Vatican Library. 

III. – By accepting the Reader’s Pass and signing the personal data form, in the Admissions Office, 

the Reader undertakes to obey the Rules and Regulations of the Vatican Library. 

 


