
Giacomo Cardinali
Horti Pii Carpenses. La raccolta di Rodolfo Pio  

e il collezionismo antiquario a Roma nel XVI secolo

Documenti e riproduzioni, NS2, 2021, 123 pages, 35 euros
For more information and to purchase: www.vaticanlibrary.va - editoria@vatlib.it

This is the story of Cardinal Rodolfo Pio da Carpi’s (1500-1564) marvelous collection of antiquities, which he 
kept in his two residences: a townhouse near the Campo Marzio and a country villa on the Quirinal Hill. This 
study investigates the ways Pio amassed his impressive collection, including his expenditures of time and 
money, but also looks at how it was put to use and enjoyed. The collection was open not only to friends and 
members of his household but also to anyone who happened to travel to Rome, especially the many univer-
sity studies who came from the four corners of Europe to finish their education.

new publication

This publication seeks to accomplish two things. First, it hopes to make known to a broad reading public, 
especially non specialists, the fruit of learned and meticulous examinations of unedited and unpublished 
material, much of which is offered here for the first time. Second, it presents a richly illustrated book that 
augments the narrative of the argument. The story and the illustrations mirror and complement one another. 
This gives the study a compelling and engaging rhythm and pace. It presents a vivid and brilliant picture of 
the intellectual climate of Rome, the world of the Roman Curia, and the truly European dimension of Italian 
society at that time.

Giacomo Cardinali (Mondavio, 1977), is an aiuto-scriptor of the Vatican Apostolic Library where he prin-
cipally works on the collecting of books and antiquities, as well as the study of Greek and Latin paleo-
graphy, between the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries. With the Vatican Library’s Press he has also 
published: Inventari di manoscritti greci nella Biblioteca Vaticana sotto il pontificato di Giulio II (1503-1513) 
(2015); «Qui havemo uno spagnolo dottissimo». Gli anni italiani di Pedro Chacón (1570 ca. - 1581). Saggio di 
ricostruzione bio-bibliografica a partire da carteggi coevi (2017) and Il “figlio d’arte” e il falso monaco. Contri-
buto alla riflessione paleografica greca sull’età rinascimentale (2020).
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